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‘It is not enough to respect other cultures and societies from a distance,
from the outside as it were. We need to enter into their world, see them
through the eyes of their members, and get a firm sense of what it is

like to be in their situation.” (Talking Politics, 2011.)
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Liberal universality is abstract, impersonal and lacks an emotional
appreciation of the other in his or her concreteness or what you call a

sense of human solidarity. (Parekh. 2011.)
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Gandhi enjoyed the loyalty and support of both the Left and the Right, the
intellectual and the masses, the Westernized as well as the traditionalist
intellectuals, the conservative as well as the radical masses, the industrialists
and the workers, the landlords and the landless workers, and various
groups. Although no group of Indians, not even the upper and middle
peasantry whose lifestyle he symbolized, and who were his most loyal
supporters, was entirely happy with all his ideas and actions, each felt
able to accept enough of them to give him its allegiance and support. As
a result Gandhi enjoyed their loyalty and love and was able to hold them

together in a way no one before him was able to do. (P. xii)
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‘Afterall, all societies display some diversity, and to call them all
multicultural is to deprive the context of coherence and meaning. My
main concern is to explore different attitudes to diversity and make a

case for one of them.’
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First, although members of society share a broadly common culture, they
also entertain different beliefs and practices concerning certain significant
areas of human life. This is the case with gays and lesbians, youth
culture, those following unconventional lifestyles or family structures,
and so on. The individuals and groups involved share and are happy
with the wider culture, and are only concerned to open up appropriate
spaces within it to express and live by their choices in the relevant areas

of life. We shall call this subcultural diversity.
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Second, some members of society are highly critical of the central
principles, and values of the dominant culture and seek to reconstitute it
along appropriate lines. Feminists attack its deeply ingrained patriarchal
bias, the religious its secular orientation, the environmentalists its
anthropocentric and technocratic bias, and the blacks and others its
racism. These and other groups represent neither subcultures - for they
challenge the very basis of the existing culture - nor distinct cultural
communities living by their values and views of the world, but distinct
perspectives on how the shared culture should be reconstituted. We shall
call this perspectival diversity.
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Third, most modern societies also include several self-conscious and
more or less well-organized communities entertaining and living by
different systems of beliefs and practices. They include the newly arrived
immigrants, such long-established communities as the Jews, the Amish
and the Gypsies, various religious communities, and such territorially
concentrated cultural groups as indigenous peoples, the Basques and the

Quebecois. We shall call this communal diversity.
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A multicultural society, then, is one which includes two or more cultural
communities. It might respond to its cultural plurality in one of two ways,
each of which is in turn capable of taking several forms. It might welcome
and cherish the plurality, make it central to its self-understanding, and
respect the claims of its cultural communities, in its laws and policies; or

it might seek to assimilate the diverse cultures into its mainstream culture
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either wholly or substantially. In the first case it is multiculturalist, and in
the second monoculturalism, in its orientation and ethos. Multiculturality
refers to the fact of cultural plurality; multiculturalism to a normative

response to that fact.
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